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“CONNECT---COMMIT---CHANGE” 
 

John 15:1-8 
 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does 

not bear fruit He takes away;[a] and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it 

may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken 

to you.  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 

can do nothing.  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 

withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.  If 

you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 

shall be done for you.  By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you 

will be My disciples.” 

 

I greet each of you in the name of the Living God and His precious Son Jesus Christ. It 

is with great optimism about the future that I pen this vision. God has spoken to me 

as your Pastor regarding the direction of this ministry in 2018. The year of No 

Opportunity Wasted was filled with manifestations of maturity, service, outreach and 

growth. God continues to favor the Mount Zion family as we walk in obedience and 

demonstrate His heart to the world.  We are now called to a higher calling.  The 

culture of our ministry has shifted to embrace greater diversity as well as a multitude 

of gifts among us. The Lord spoke to me regarding discipleship. We must do more 

than gather by the masses.  We must now shift to total participation and productivity 

in the lives of those who encounter this ministry.  

 

In John 15 Jesus speaks a word regarding connection, commitment and change. He is 

the True Vine and we are the branches. Nothing is accomplished outside of Him. Our 

relationship to Him allows us to go through a necessary process of maturation and 

manifestation. We are held accountable to Him so that we ultimately experience 

change in our lives and are able to impact change in the world. Everything in Mount 

Zion must be focused on this process as we facilitate ministry in the lives of those 

who God has entrusted to our care.  

 

Connection to the True Vine is critical. This requires us to intensify our evangelism 

efforts. There are 100’s of people a month moving to Nashville and our city is 



experiencing unprecedented growth. We must seek the lost at any cost as well as 

continue to be creative in the ways people can connect with our ministry. Mount 

Zion is a unique and amazing place where ministry touches lives every day. Our 

Saturday service gives us 5 weekend opportunities to connect people to Jesus and to 

the work of ministry. Our discipleship program will continue to be robust in an effort 

to assist persons in their Christian walk and maintain consistency. We will broaden 

the scope of our new member ministry to focus on assimilation and volunteer 

engagement. It is our aim to connect the gifts in the pew to the ministries of the 

church. Once people are connected to Christ they inevitably will be connected to the 

ministries of the church. We will be intentional about creating a culture of 7 star 

hospitality and customer service through training and the reallocation of resources. 

Because we represent Christ, we want people to have a positive experience when they 

encounter our ministry.  Every leader and layperson should be plugged in to the 

ministry and connected. It is also our aim to place special attention on our Family 

Ministries. Our Marriages, Singles, Widows, Children, Middle School, Youth, College 

and Young Adults, Men and Women’s Ministries will aggressively recruit and 

encourage members to take advantage of the resources they make available. Because 

these ministries touch every person who connects with Mount Zion, we are 

committed to making the necessary investments to assure their viability and success. 

When the entire family is connected success is inevitable.  

 

Commitment is a vital part of this vision. What prevents any organization from 

reaching it’s full potential are people who are not committed.  God’s vision for this 

ministry requires a level of commitment comparable to where He is taking us. 

Wherever there is a commitment issue there is a connection issue. 2018 is calling us 

to be more committed in our stewardship, attendance, participation and our walk 

with Christ. Jesus says if we do not bear fruit He cuts us away but if we do He prunes 

us that we bare more fruit. Our level of giving must go to another level. Everything 

we need to accomplish is in the house. Debt free is in the house. I challenge every 

person who is truly connected to commit to being a tither. Our revenue would more 

than double if every person who attended church were a tither.  We as a ministry are 

committing to drastically limiting our events so that we can turn our attention to 

building disciples from within and cutting cost. This will not compromise the level of 

ministry we offer each of you, however it will allow us to focus on building more 

participation and engagement within the life of the church. All of this would allow us 

to erase our debt in record time while freeing up needed capital to do ministry in the 

community. I challenge each person who is connected to commit to attending Bible 

study weekly and weekend worship. Where God is taking us requires us to get serious 

about the word of God being deposited in our lives. It takes faith to accomplish what 

God has put before us. Faith comes by hearing the word of God. We must also be 

committed to prayer and intercession. What we witnessed in 2017 was the result of 



prayer. This church is a house of prayer and I’m so thankful for the intercessors who 

labor each week in specific areas concerning this ministry. All of us can make a 

greater commitment to the weekly prayer call as well as pray regularly for the 

ministry. There will be a series of corporate prayer gathers throughout the year that 

will undergird this ministry. When we are committed to the word of God and prayer 

it manifest in the way we live.  I challenge each person who is connected to commit 

to living the life Christ has called us to live. Commitment positions us to accomplish 

so much more for the kingdom. No longer can 20% of the people do 80% of the work. 

We must be “ALL IN” in order that this vision comes to fruition.  

 

Change is the fruit that we bare as a result of our connection and commitment. Jesus 

says that God is glorified when we bare much fruit. This is the year that we will see 

greater manifestation of fruit within the ministry. Change must begin within us 

individually before it can be realized corporately. Nothing we do really matters if 

lives are not changed. Our primary measurable will be the changes we see in families, 

business, ministry and community.  Our fruitfulness is an indicator of the change in 

our lives. God will not entrust fruit to those who have not been transformed. 2018 is 

about producing fruit and change. When our lives are productive we then can impact 

culture. We are better positioned to impact change in our world. 

 

Mount Zion, God is positioning us to be a catalyst of change not only locally but 

globally.  We have been assigned to the world.  Every community where we are 

planted will feel a change because we are there. We will continue to pour love and 

support into the community.  We will take our partnerships to another level and 

bring change to this city. We will continue to send missionaries around the world 

that will bring change to those who needed it the most. Our mission is clear. We must 

connect then commit so that we can experience change. I challenge each of you to 

embrace the call. Everything we do going forward is about Connecting, Committing 

and Change. I’m excited about the change each of us will experience personally and 

corporately. Get ready for the best year of your life.  


